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1. YR (Introduction)
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&, FAIfR URfaeTi s Frar o GHsT 9T Uil IRAIT STagTa T 3RS &l 16T JHsT ST
HehdT|

Palaeolithic Mesolithic Neolithic Chalcolithic " Historical

OLD STONE AGE | NEW STONE AGE c. 10,000 - 10,000 BCE ¢. 3000 - 1000 BCE 1000 BCE - Onwards

RN HISTORICAL PERIOD

2. YTSTOT T - GIATSTOT &1 372 3R IREATST (Meaning &
Definition of Stone Age)

TISTOT 3T - GRIGTSIOT , ATefd Jrfagii@en faenra & ag 3rafd 8, STa #sa A& ek 4§
3ISTRT 31K ST ST ST ST AT| Tg HTel STITSTT 2.5 F 3.4 TATIT=T 9 Uger & g37 31K
STHTIT 4,000 & 6,000 T SHT I o e, o a1e; g3t (e, i) & SoRer v Qo3
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YRTYTSTOT, HEqqEToT 31} AUTNToT Siet & 3N5TRI # 3R

OQRTUTHIOT hlcd HEAUTHTOT <hled “IdYTHIOT hlol
(Palaeolithic Age) (Mesolithic Age) (Neolithic Age)

e RSO &I (Hast Kutaar) * FeqqEI S (Khurchani)

(Hand Axe)

(Scraper)

YRIYTHIO] HTet: a2 3R A1 3R HEAUNM &iet: B 3R 9eiH 3SR TaameToT e Rd-aqse g 3R

RIS HT: 2 3R 121 3SR - Heaumsm FHiet: 4ff-THs g 3ER

3. 9IYTOT 3T - RIYTNT0T 7 AfAgT{Aeh Fafierior (Historical
Classification of Stone Age)

RIcIcaldal = GTNIoT a7 i HTRT T FeA1ae, STorarg aRacde AR Siiaeriel & 3R o dis

JTCJ st 3F Ry e &

EICICES Ay Ay
TISTOT a7 - QRIYTSIOT - 5,00,000 $.9,
(Paleolithic Age) - 10,000 ‘é’.ﬁr\.
FHEYTITOT el 10,000 8.9, -

(Mesolithic Age) 6,000 ..

SAGOTSTOT el 6,000 .7, -
(Neolithic Age) 1,000 .9,

&Y faRIvamnt

TGEX e & IR (8 FOR, GIAa);
f‘m?rwsha?r mmm aﬁwm
(Tl eIt hrel) |

EH T2 & ISR (ATSshiTery); Aefferat
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HEOUTHTUT hTeT aqTTOT hleT
(Pa eolithic Age) (Mesohthlc Age) (Neolithic Age)
‘\ 4 . - ~ £

la
\

wa ST 30,00,000 €. 9. - 10,000 4. 9, T 10,000 4. 9. - 6,000 4. 4. T 6,000 €, 4. - 2,000, 9,
o AN AT @ S SR G TR uftad e, R Q M A e, qaer e e ot o e
. Site= At - gHehs (Nomadic) . ref-gHaERg (Semi-nomadic) . it (Settled)
IUEHT ' n’!ésﬁwﬁmﬂmm BIt 3R W grET IuS feri-=mamIY §U UTHIOT 3USOT
 Em qmmm ' sreraht g, Ze et R, gt/ de A
C mW R (R, s dieife (s ) for a5 ak, e, s
uffsRam | wepf-gen, srgd ot 2T g~ #1g-2et & o

wera #: qrmmeoT (fAehR) — HEguTSToT (HeHH0T) — FauneTor (HiY 3R wiid)

4. 9TSTUT 3T - GIIITSTOT (Paleolithic Age) - "GRT&AT ATSTOT
T

o)

QRIYTSTOT el (Palaeolithic) T eMmfseeh 318 & "qRIAT 9reToT ot (Old Stone Age) | I TTSTOT ZaT
T T ST T, Wwﬁw%gg%ﬁmmaﬁemﬁmw%lww

% HIAT e (Pleistocene) IT fRAIT (Ice Age) & @RIl gt 2| GRTITSTOT el Sl 3SIRT
¥ TIIE & YR T et 39-3rafert 2 arer o/ &
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T & g %R (Handaxe) 31 FegTs! (Cleaver) G‘ﬁa’s‘mm O ELiCRECE
BiEeT TTEY (QTTHEcTeT), SMEeHT (F.9.)| &Tel & &, Rodl g #HIR a1 & oier e
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7 RIS T & 8% HOR 3R Ferarat

Hand Axe Ché)pper

(Hast Kutaar) (Kulhaadi)
{;‘i‘."-_-; :‘AI".‘I"‘:;. " H' -- e . : 1 A 3 -  ; : : A \1!;
o FEY YNIITVIUT el (Middle Paleolithic Age - 1,00,000 3.9, & 40,000 $.7,) : 38 el

# Folehd (Flakes) @ 9o Bl 3SR, S GTael (Scrapers) AR #7eT (Points), s i&d
U YA T T ST (FAGRISE), delel "ICT (3.9.)

Mesolithic Flake Tools and Scraper

Flake Scraper
- (Microlith) (Khurchani)
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e 3T QITNIVT T (Upper Paleolithic Age - 40,000 étr 10,000 étr) S &Tel of
S (Blades) 3R &33r & HISIRT (Bone tools) & FIerg Y RIfEeTa | @ A,
erferat (Rock Paintings) #hT Q31T aﬂg&ﬁmﬁg‘s’l

Upper Palaeolithic Blade and Bone Tools

Blade Bone Tools
(Microlith) (Khurchani) .
TINTOT T - QRTATNIOT Y &Y [AATATT (Key Features):

o Siiaeidiell: RRISNI-HaTEe (Hunter-gatherers), TSGR, BIC HHgl & gl

o 3SIR: FAIESTSE (Quartzite) S HOR TR & &l TREY 3R |

o 31y SATCThRI: maﬁr@aﬁa@rzﬁlmaﬂuﬂwﬁﬁmmaﬁrmwm
X A

o UHW TYC: HiAdCH (A.T.), §'\=|?ﬁ (heiTeeh), T (3NTSe), HigeT &er (4o7T) |
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SRR - g v Ra S . .

#¥%.' Bhimbetka Rock Shelters, Madhya Prades

S. AEJUTHIVT bl (Mesolithic Age) - "HE TTYTOT Jar™

HEGITSIOT Flel (Mesolithic) YTSTOT J3T - GRIITSTOT 3R AGITNTOT hiel o el T Teh HshAUTRIA
&1 5 &Il A RAYIT (Ice Age) FHTC g1 31T, FHHA SToraryg # AATEE 1S | 36 STorarg IRacer
o garataar 3R Shat 3 fafaerar o &
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HEYTIIOT Tl I HEY fARAYATT (Key Features):

o 3ISIR: 39 FTcl ST T 3T oef ATShITo12d (Microliths) &7 faera g, GITa’s’HETE
eoT Teer & ISR @Y | 3 ART (Arrows) 3R Tl (Spears) & 3T & ®9 &
STAAT TohaT ST AT|

o 3w sfafaferar: RieR 3R dag & ary-ary #Acex 9re (Fishing) 3R 98ft iR
(Bird Hunting) afrags’rwml
R[ATeleT: T STTeTaRT (SHE Fiell) Y ATelc] Sietlel & FATOT el €
hel: = FTel & AT (Rock Pamtmgs) 3feren faenf@d 3T fafaerdarqot 81 simaeer
H er e RIT s ST H £ |

o UHUW TYel: TEIR (TSTEUTE), SIASCEHT (H.9.), T AR I (3.9.), FGIART (f4EgR) |
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Mesolithic Microlith Tools

T

3 _'~‘.'|;'. :

6. TGITSTOT e (Neolithic Age) - "=¥T ITSTOT Zar"

SIGUTITOT &Tel (Neolithic) ATAT AR &1 Tad 93T Al 4T, {5 "=Taarsror swmifd™” (Neolithic
Revolution) & #TH & 8 SITAT ST & | I§ a8 THT AT 516 HJST o HISTel ST
(Food-producing) ¥ T, =1 fo hael Harg e
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AGATNIOT el T Y [AATATT (Key Features):

P AT YBIHT: g, S, el S IH=ATSH T YT A& S|

tr%rqwrrr L g, A8, I SRy ST EIRICEELIR] ara |

T SaT: WWﬁWWﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁlﬁ?&%ﬁﬁW%Wﬁﬁ%l

3SR 92 & 3iHSIRT &Y iferer (Polished) fRam Srar 2, foad 9 31f¥% FRER S
q| 9T 3R & - o< (Celt), FogTsT (Axe), 3R TAT (Grinding Stone)|
ﬁlﬂﬁ%ﬁ?—‘lﬁ(Pottery) $oTeT JehTeT 31K 37T & HSRUT & faT A & Tde Falret Fr
Hell [hiad g5

YT TU: TR (FHN), AEXITG (AT - AR &7 @ & Fen), g (Rew),
T3S gTfSaT (31 |
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7. THEC-IES FelldTC (UTTUT 3T - YRIYTSTOT T hlclsh)
text

[ AT T 3G (STeTs19T 2-5 TATrzeT a¥ qd) |

!
========================== {[Y[UT Q;’?T (Stone Age) ﬁ Qﬁm
1
|
|
1. 9TSTOT aT - QRTATNIOT (Paleolithic Age - 5,00,000 $.9, & 10,000 $.7,)

I — 3Y-TaHTSTT: foldel — FEF — 3=
| — 3R §Fd $BR, Feldd, o3

| - Siast: RIRI-HATE, TreTaarer
| — SToary: ARG (Seleerdie)

| (e &Y waATfeq, arvwreT # gefe)

| 2. FFe=TaTSTOT Fe (Mesolithic Age - 10,000 §.9, ¥ 6,000 §.7,)
|  — ISR AsHIfered (G&A 90 & 3HIGR)

| — aRade: R & a1y AT qehsaT, F el

|  — e dafRET &1 3Ry (sfFsca)
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| (FTaaTSTOT e - Wl hr QLe3TTe)

|
| 3. SAUTSTOT et (Neolithic Age - 6,000 $.9. & 1,000 $.9,)
| — 3R diferer T g 9eer & 3SR (Fee, TarhT)

| — shifcr: i 3R IR[ETTT T IR (T Scureh)

| — e Temh e afta, el & adw

| (&3t BT WIST - STHYTNTOT Shiel / e T ohT TRe)

Flowchart of the Three Stages of the Stone Age

Hand Axes Microliths Polished Axes
and Choppers and Bone Tools and Pottery

[ ]

8. IdHTeT YrH¥ehdT (Current Relevance) - TfelT

gd\ldlf?qch st

gTeT 1 7 (@Y 2025) Y 1S & To@ Rcllicaeh Glot ITSTOT T o 3T i 718 fear & & ¢

1. 5 o1 Aol [RI=AT HIARATEAT (HIR &A1, fEeell/gRATom): TeT uie o el AT (o=
WW)W%QWWWW@WM%M@WW:#WW@
mmaﬁ?aﬁr@a’r:ﬁrﬁw%‘l

2. aanmwarcﬁ(araﬂaﬁra%w 31H): a¥ 2025 F 31T & IS g8 H Th
TGUTSTOT SECH T S g% &1 JeT 1T (Furnace) 3iR olig T €T (Iron Slag) f&oer &
T Tl & R S &Y & eI 2,700 T gy ety aTfafaferat e g 1S ot

3. unifaeae g (wso, mqaer) mmﬁmﬁmwﬁww%
Tah TEATAT SaRT §ATT 37T ST WW%W@?@?%I
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2025 Archaeological Discoveries:
Toolworking Site at Mangar Bani®

9. UPSC U@l @yt & U2 (Previous Year Questions)

IRTAS T&T (Prelims) - 3G18I0T:

1. 9% (UPSC Prelims 2021): fRe=ifaf@d oAt W faar Hifoe:
(a) GRIETHIOT e - §¥d O (Handaxe)
(b) HEIYTSTUT 7ol - ATSHITAIZH (Microliths)
(c) FATITSTUT FleT - Giferer T 1T 3SR (Polished tools)
IR H I vt 7o Ter AT 82

(A) Had T

BEECE

(C) gy et

(D) IS =TgT

2. 9% (UPSC Prelims 2018):$1HacahT & AT (Rock Shelters) foraes forw gfaiger &2

(A) Tarermer #fT

(B) urifagie e

(C) e HfeT

(D) SteEr ¥

o O O O

o O O O
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Questions on Stone Age Asked in UPSC Prellmmary Exam

Which one of the (a) Use of animal bones

1992 | following is correct (b) Use of fire (c)
about the Neolithic age? | (c) Beginning of agriculture
Whlch one ofthe (a) Thc Paleo[lth:c
following describes a (b) The Mesolithic

0

2009 sites of the Harappan (c) The Neolithic @
culture? (d) The Chalcohth]c
Bhlmbetka Petroglyphs (a) Odisha

2012 | an archaeological site, (b) Chhattisgarh (c)
is located in (c) Madhya Pradesh

(d) Maharashtra
*Bhimbetka is famous for Paleolithic cave paintings

Consider the following (a) 1 only
statements: (b) 2 only

2020 | (1) The oldest known rock-cut | (c) Both 1and 2 (a)

architecture is found in Bihar (d) Neither 1 nor 2
and Madhya Pradesh.
. : . g
L ABERR S e R LY, ""r._.g "
HEY &t (Mains) - 3cTgIT:

79 (UPSC Mains, General Studies-l, el av):
"STIUTYTOT Shifl T AT STAGTT T T 3T AIS FIT ATAT ST &2 IIIATSTOT Shlel I ATITITOT

ST e T ATAT & 37TT 3 3R GraTTore GRadwT T fdweT fiere

1" (15 3i)

10. 3R Gl W (Answer Writing Points for Mains)
AT &I o I H 37T e fog3i f 3u2T T Tohd &

1.

2.

3fde aRadet: @ 91§ (Food-gathering) & @Ied 3cdTgsT (Food-producing) & 3R
CLEICH

cIehattehl TehTT: TR & HOR H o UITeIel fhT 1T Yoad 3R FH AGhITIed o1
e |

HTATTSTeh HLLAT: TATSATT Siaereiell & TR ITHAIOT AT (Sedentary village
communities) ol 36|

A e FauTToT Frer 7 A & a=il (Pottery) 3R v fora smarat
(Planned dwellings) T JHTUT|

glforaT st (Current Connect): HIR STaAY (fei=T qRATNTOT) 3R ET3HTSITel B1fSar
(FAGITSTOT) S ST RAciicash qTeT HT Sead|

sitanTere st faftteet sitonfor et (3, HYHR T oTe1, Gfaror 1 gaef)

37CT3T-37e19T TaehTH & hl HHSTHAT|

11. 3FE IS ST aTel IR+ (FAQs)
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9IRET 12 QRIITSTOT 3R HEJUTIOT hiel & HE IR FAT?

37 SRTTSIOT 7t (5,00,000 - 10,000 §.9,) # WREY, T3 9o ¥ MR (76 FoR) 3R
%mm‘nzrmquqzﬁ ST FEAUTSIOT href (10,000 - soooécr)ﬁrq&ﬂq-masaﬂm
(FTSITerEa) ﬁmﬁm‘e’u Wﬁg@ﬁ?%ﬁﬁwmgml

UIRET 2: UTNTOT T oh TG oh ToIT hled § Gied TG Hgea ol 82

3 aﬁ;agwqmﬁmﬁiﬁm% wﬁﬁ@amﬁm—uaﬁrﬁl sHfIT, RIcTicas Al
(Archaeological sources) S 9c2R & 3SR, g5f34T, SerfRrT 3R Sc@eieT & e 3rTAY &
THATT TR & |

YT 3: ATUTHIUT hTel ol "ShiTa AT hal STl 572

3 S 'TAUTIOT il SHIAT gl STl & Fi1eh 8 el H HTeTd 1 HY Al 3N T[T
W%m%mlsﬂwwﬁqﬁmmﬁﬁmwwﬁm HoTSZ WA &
T &Y I, SITEEaT 98, 3R TEaT Y g gL |

12. {57y (Conclusion)

qINTOT T, fAQ §G & QRIGTSIOT iel, HeTd HIG T T [HATOT-GTHT i1 T8 oaT 3R HAgeaquT
3T §| TE I GHY AT SIS U A G107 o VST S1eTT, 3197 7 STaT T, 3R T
el hieAT TGT| 3 JIT & 3T A §H Ig THSI H Heg [Helcll ¢ o HAlTd o Hd Tehid W
TSR & freeleht 38 ORI 0T 1T 9% 37| UPSC & foIgTsl @, I8 s dharer a2t
HeheTeT 8T, STeeh AT TAhI & 3 QeehiTors TROE (Long-term perspective) ! THSTeT T
ol &, TSI 3 aciereT Aol 3R 3fer ATt & faehr s @ast @ehd 81 giferar
mﬁmmmgﬂﬁsﬂmﬂmmsﬂ?@%l
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goNferafiaT qeasrfd & gt & a1, ammema:maﬁmﬁmma
UPSCW%WW%ﬁmmWWWa:WW% GIED
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