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MAJOR LANDFORMS OF THE EARTH

CHAPTER 6: MAJOR LANDFORMS OF THE EARTH

MOUNTAIN PLATEAU PLAIN

A mountain is a very high landform. A plateau is a high land that is flat on top. A plain is a large area of low and flat land.
It rises steeply above the land around it. It has steep sides and a flat surface. It is level and suitable for farming and living.

i 4 High Land |
‘ sm;:l':lﬂ L f v f Flat Top Low and Flat
: " ; . N, X SR : ; Land
B -

Example: Himalayas

BASIS OF

COMPARISON b

HEIGHT Very High | High Low |
] SUI!_FACE Steep and Uneven l _Fl;t on ;np._Ste_ep_Sides._ - Flat and Level 1

SHAPE . Peak or Mountain Ran_ge ) i Table-like Upland [ W‘de and Extenswe

EXAMPLE [ _Hu-nalayas B el | Deccan Plateau [ _Indo Gangetlc Plain o

[ ‘@' KEY FACT: Mountains, Plateaus and Plains are the three major landforms that shape the surface of the Earth, ‘

faTqd fageyor
1. 99d (Mountains)

qéaq%ﬁ@rwﬂagmgmm%ﬁma;mﬁwﬁrmm%laﬁrm?ﬂa
ﬁwmaaﬁ—o?re’rcﬁ’s‘l

qddr & PR
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2T TAT — $T & HROT -9 FUX 38 STl § | 3&T. — scleh BIRET (STHaA), HeqsT
(3AT) |

o SATIHE! Udd — oIl SH= & &6eldl ¢ | 3aT. — AT3C Poll, ATSE TeaTT|

HRA & T qac:
o TRATIT ([aeg T A& ST TIET A3T Tale)
o afRTet are (weafe)
° EIﬁUI_C
o 3T (fava Y Hal Tehel qdd @el)

& FCBN: 5l 2024 H, AT ell o ATSC 3ewTqulT IR TSI EdeT Bgleh Tacird HTg (dehcll
T o127 FrfdaATeT T fFar (PIB RA1E, 2024)| 30T uddr & d+ 3R qdiest #Fgea &1 adr
ECGIE]

2. 9o (Plateaus)
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3. A1 (Plains)

HETeT AT TT oINS HHA [ & ST AHACA: 200 HIET & Fa F18 W el &1 I At
EaRT AT 3T HIJHG, (STeA1G) H TeAd ¢ |
Herst & T

o A AT — ASY & Fherd T [AETUT F| 3T, — IFIN-THAT SIS
o aaaﬁam—matasmlm.—mwaaﬁﬁﬁgﬁat
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HRd & 97T HeleT:

o 3TN HIRC o TARITel HETeT (1AM, TeloTol, TEHYT I Helel)
o aﬁaﬂlga:raﬁ'qﬂaﬂ
° Q‘f%\ﬂﬂadlmwgc\{qd Socl

W@:Wwﬂﬂm%mgﬁ%waﬁm,ﬁwmﬁﬂw

FaTTeeh gIch ¢ | §Tellich 2024 T &G (SelT$-31TEd) & 20 TG FFEIX BHT T Jh4Te qgwwm
(NDMA RarE 2024)

4, TISEY TG 19T (Landforms and People)

TASTRYT T AT SiTdeT I TG THT IST & |

TIAERT  FEAT I IFR HEY eJaad TERTA/ATER

qdd oidT, foadr AR[UTe, T, gereYT (feaArae), gleifaer
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LANDFORMS AND PEOPLE | rsseuies

LIFE AND LIVING IN MOUNTAINS, PLATEAUS AND PLAINS | pecplelive.

“As, MOUNTAINS AR -2 PLATEAU R

High Landforms with Steep Slopes High Land with Flat Top

7 .\
“; 2"

LIFE & LIVING Ik
= Houses are made of bricks,
cement and mud.

" ....‘ =
LIFE & LIVING

= Houses are made of mud,

LIFE & LIVING

il * Houses are made of stone
and wood with sloping roofs. bricks or stone.

* People wear warm clothes. » People do farming and + People
« They grow crops like potato, animal rearing. AT G Tl |
barley and fruits. « They grow cotton, millets, SAThey giow tice whdat,
+ They rear animals like yak, pulses and oilseeds. slgarcane sod vepeiabies
sheep and goats. « Minerals and forests * Roads, cities and industries
* Roads are few; people use ‘ provide work and resources. are well developed.
L footpaths. : |
“ = ~ b — =
BASIS OF COMPARISON MOUNTAINS PLATEAU PLAINS
Land Very High and Steep High with Flat Top Low and Flat
Weather Cold Moderate to Hot Hot and Humid
Main Work Animal Rearing, Tourism Farming, Mining, Forest Work Farming, Industry, Business
Crops Potato, Barley, Fruits Cotton, Millets, Pulses Rice, Wheat, Sugarcane
Transport Footpaths, Ropeways Roads Roads, Railways, Highways

L.
m Yo Different landforms give us different resources and lifestyles. People
' adapt to their environment and make the best use of it.

Author: MD Afjal Ansari is a UPSC aspirant with 4 years of experience as a Software
Engineer. His optional subject is Public Administration.
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qadr o olTst:

ST AT (Afear, fHe)

e 3R aEfas g

Y& T S & giaTd eureT
3ftweir e 3t a=aeha

gdar & gifa:



o 3TARTHA &ideT
. a:‘fﬁra:%rtrsmtma-?rm
o Wm%ﬂ?@aﬁwm

USRT & T
Gfas gareay &1 HsR)

STeAfdegd $T gHTIAT

wn?ra:%rtrmw
av—éqmm(am)

USRI &I gIfe:

o TS & foIT STar Fr ol

Herar & o

i 39aE A
gRage 3R FaR & forw 3mger
31 &l faerra

Hell 3TTETET I THTT Thdl o

Herar r g

o dI¢ hl U
o oIl AT A &gt
o YGYUT 3R sfigas




MAJOR LANDFORMS OF THE EARTH

CHAPTER 6: ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES

‘

Very High Landforms with Steep Slopes

Source of rivers
and fresh water

'S

() ttmtr

L@ "\ Rk of landslides
'@ | and earthquakes

Difficult to build
roads and houses

PLATEAUS

High Land with Flat Top

Scarcity of water
in some areas

Iﬁ\ Soil may be thin
and less fertile

Transport is
difficult due to
height and edges

Less population
and fewer
settlements

Every landform is useful >~
in its own way, but also
has some challenges.

PLAINS

Low and Flat Land

Disadvantages
Very fertile soil, //—\\
good for farming %’ Foneto focds
Easy o buld Pollution is
houses, roads more in plains
and cities

Overpopulation

High population Hot and humid
and better climate in
opportunities summer

r 1
KEY TAKEAWAY @
.

Mountains give us water and beauty, Plateaus give us minerals and forests,
and Plains give us food and development. We should use and protect all landforms wisely.

gmmﬁw
HAldes

«

Yo

300-600 #r

0-300 #r

R dig, 3R AT

FHETH (hlell, oTel)

HEIH
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od[Uyg

T, STelle
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Q1. RHATeT fohe YR &1 9dd &2 (UPSC Prelims 2019)
(A) 9T 9ad
B) aferd qad
(C)—mam-@’rqéa
(D) 3rafrse ada
3 (B) afad wdd
SATEAT: TEATET ol THHTOT 9RART T JARAGT Tolcl & TohITd & HRUT defet (folding) | g3,
31d: I aferd 9dd B

Q2. ZFT T TR AT YHR HT T8R &2 (UPSC Prelims 2020)

(A) IRTIaAT

(B) ST YR

(C) gRafed gar

(D) fa=afed 9or

3R: (B) SIT9T 90K

SATEAT: SaFdhel &l UG SHTeC oITdl & STHTS & Ja1T §, 37cT: oITdT oK el &

Q3. AFATATET 7 & Hl-A1 Al STelle fHcer & fow uffigy 82 (UPSC Prelims 2018)
(A) AffeTATg T8 Aeret

(B) qawaa‘rﬂ'cﬂ?r

(C) SEHYA T HeleT

(D )3q?f|a——cr¥raﬁ

3 (D)5'-I<4°|'d el

SITET: et Aer AfGAT GaRT ST 7T Feig faidi & a1 g




Q4. BIEEARTR FoR" fAe=fafad & @ fha @iaer & faw uf@cer &2 (UPSC Prelims 2021)

(A) ataT

BEEIE

(C) FIIelT UF dllg 31TTh

(D) =TT

3@ (C) qwlqﬁlv‘q’a‘f's’m

SYTEAT: DI TSR Rl T ‘iatol I HEelldl ¢ | Tgl el (ST, TeAeier) AR dtg

m(a’mm:é;’r)wmﬁ%l

Q5. fFFTAfEd & & le-a1 TYewT AleTd ST & foT T 31T 317her 82 (UPSC
Prelims 2022)

(A) gad

(B) IR

(C) At

(D) X3t

3 (C) HAerT

SATEAT: e FAd, 3993 3R IRaeeT-3ad aid 8, ST faeq @1 fRmier 98t afeaar
Her=r & ST 1
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Alsd 3
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373ITH 31IHTT (Practice Section)

10 MCQ (a-gﬁa»—«chu gsT)

1. fa2d &1 W 39T ISR HiA-AT §?
(A) s T TSR (B) GaFehe] T UK (C) FIRTS 96K (D) STAANTIAT &7 9oR
3T (A)
2. HAI3C Ta¥c forg g A U 82
(A) AR (B) T (C) iTel (D) UTTohEdTed
3 (C) — AUTel (Afehet TAT et F 81 oa7cly &; NCERT o 3 @R A4Tel)
3. CFhed UK ﬁmuchu FI TeeTeT I §11 g7
(A) I=T13T (B) C)ﬁ-s'zrc’l?r (D) esATCIA
34X (B)
4. fAFT H T HiT-TT HT 9ad FT 3STEI0T &7
(A) AT (B) 3TeTH (C) scieh BIREC (D) A3 Foll
3@ (C)
5. I79T T HeTel Tohd TehR T AT 572
A) fe#=r (B) <Y (C) g (D) dd
343 (B)
6. BICENTR YoR vy T H T8I 82
(A) 30732 (B) IR+ &39TeT (C) SIRES (D) TRATEIG
3@ (C)
7. ‘TEATT e T Tl Y AT E?
(A) 9% T € (B) ZaT3i &7 f21aT (C) 3ar 9del (D) St RIET
3 (A) — %ﬁ+3ﬂa€r(aﬁsasr3wm)
8. A=A FAH HT\rqloua-Nsu qdd 76l &7
(A) FTSE TS (B) ATSE HIRRRER (C) ATST 3R (D) AT weaT
3 (B) - wmﬁmﬁﬁaﬁ% maﬁrl
9. Wﬁmﬁzﬁ(b’r{)mﬁ Hgl uTS ST 872
A) RATeT &1 (B WW(C)WW(D)W’{WH
3?1?. (C)
10. qma?ﬂﬁwqm R T PiT-AT HTIT g2
A) 38 e (B) &0 wBR (C) qdf de (D) uftast are
3?1? (B)

5 T JUETT 313ITH YT (150-200 2Usc)



1. UBRY &A1 7 STel Hehe & HRUT AR FATUTA dd1SU|

2. RATT @ [Aehel=l aTell oW ATl S TUTEIY ${fHHT T 0T Y|

3. Faaxq’r%mwmﬁtﬁaﬂmﬁmml

4. YA qesT o e o1t 3R IIRTEATIRT sJehareT o) =i |

5. ‘TYHY Td o7 — IR HRA & HeTel 3R Y@k & T SiideT bl Jefell Y |

3aX oideT 3$ITT (Answer Writing Practice)
37X 1: USRT 8131 H STl Hehe & HRUT 3 AT
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%S) &l IRGHNR, (C) ‘STef ATF ITRATT’ o Tl Ueh SH &7

forsehs: T AT FHET T AN 3N Tohaiiehl gEAaTT § GO STl Heve §oT fondT ST Hehell B

3 2: AT O fAehela) dTell 7@ ATl Sl TAwdI $7ffer

SECTET: TAYY, 3191, SEeAq= oI faerer Afear RATerg & fehercl § 3R ATt 1 fFaToT el
gl
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STeiie Here 3R 3o (FedeT) =TaT, ( )H-Io1<>1 YASROT| 3ETEROT — 31T T GITE &1 Tava r
a8 3993 ST ¢

forseny: o7 Afe T & ATt o FAY] T1ét Fe=Iar & S 37TeT e AleTd FIIT Y NV fehar g |

3 3: TIARAT & IR W AR & BH [draygdr

TEATTAT: R T HY fafaerar 38 fHear- et Teersdr w1 gfafes ¢

HEY AT Q‘ci?l’r(lsa-uum 3TEs) # Q) 3T, €|T€r3-ﬁT'fI§ ISR (HTeTdT, &Fehed) H HUTE, I,
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